CONQUEST OF THE U. S. BY SPAIN
We know that these beliefs, hopes, and intentions have
been only partially fulfilled. We know that, as time has
gone on and we have grown numerous and rich, some of
these things have proved impossible ideals, incompatible
with a large and flourishing society, but it is by virtue
of this conception of a commonwealth that the United
States has stood for something unique and grand in the
history of mankind and that its people have been happy.
It is by virtue of these ideals that we have been "iso-
lated," isolated in a position which the other nations of
the earth have observed in silent envy; and yet there are
people who are boasting of their patriotism, because they
say that we have taken our place now amongst the nations
of the earth by virtue of this war. My patriotism is of
the kind which is outraged by the notion that the United
States never was a great nation until in a petty three
months' campaign it knocked to pieces a poor, decrepit,
bankrupt old state hie Spam. To hold such an opinion
as that is to abandon all American standards, to put
shame and scorn on all that our ancestors tried to build
up here, and to go over to the standards of which Spain
is a representative.